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reflection. They may not be the final word, but they are at least living 
voices of living men who have faith in the dynamic possibilities of their 
own time. It is not likely that the church will seriously change its methods 
of work; it is not likely that the hard wrought social wisdom of thousands 
of years will be speedily abandoned. There are problems of our time not 
at all touched by these books, and one of them is the maladjustment of the 
modern man to the barbaric spoils of modern successes. The average man 
has no proper scheme of values; he does not know how to use his time, his 
money, or his strength, but he will learn and when he learns he will doubtless 
come back to the wisdom of Jesus. It is of no use to have an automobile, 
or a yacht, or a social position on the one hand; or better wages, or co-opera- 
tion or industrial freedom on the other; it is of no use, in short, to possess 
the whole world if, in the meantime, one loses his life. 

Samuel G. Smith 
The University of Minnesota 



The Works of Flavius Josephus. Translated by Wm. Whiston, 
and newly edited by D. S. Margoliouth, D.Litt. New York: 
E. P. Dutton & Co., 1906. Pp. xxv +989. 

This edition in English of Josephus' writings has four features that 
give it superiority over other editions: (1) while the Whiston translation 
has been used, it has been made to agree with the Niese text in passages 
where it formerly differed in substance; (2) the Niese sections, which will 
in time replace the older chapter and paragraph divisions of the Josephus 
material, are introduced alongside the former notation; (3) the notes and 
dissertations which Whiston wrote to accompany his translation, and which 
are generally printed therewith, being no longer useful, have been omitted 
from this edition; (4) the entire works of Josephus are here included in a 
single volume of convenient size, and printed in excellent small type. 

The only rival of this Margoliouth edition is that by A. R. Shilleto, 
1889-90, published by George Bell & Sons, London, in five volumes 
(Macmillan Co., New York; $5). The Shilleto edition is also a revision 
of the Whiston translation, but the editor has to some extent modernized 
and improved the English text. He has also had the co-operation of Sir 
C. W. Wilson, who has furnished a few brief topographical notes to accom- 
pany Josephus' text. Moreover, the five Shilleto volumes are small and 
handy, with large, clear type. But the Shilleto edition does not contain 
the Niese sections, nor is it conformed to the Niese text, both of which 
items make it inferior to the Margoliouth edition. Besides, the latter is 
less expensive, and many will prefer a one-volume to a five-volume edition. 
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However, is it not time that we had an entirely new English translation 

of Josephus' works? Whiston published his translation in 1737, one 

hundred and seventy-one years ago. The style of it (even as revised by 

Shilleto) is antiquated, and the text from which it was made has been 

superseded by the modern critical texts, of which Niese's (1887-94) is 

counted standard. A new English translation should be accompanied by 

numerous topographical, historical, and critical notes, with suitable essays 

upon the life, characteristics, and influence of Josephus, and the sources, 

qualities, and historical value of his writings. 

C. W. Votaw 
The University of Chicago 



The New Appreciation of the Bible. By Rev. Willard C. Selleck, 
D.D. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1907. Pp. 409. 
$1.50. 

The title of this book is exceedingly felicitous in that it avoids the sinister 
connotation of the common term "higher criticism," and suggests the con- 
structive and conservative phases of critical biblical study. This is well, 
seeing the book was prepared for the ordinary reader rather than for the 
expert scholar. Its laudable aim is to put into the hands of the intelligent 
and substantial people of the church who are in the inquiring mood, the 
new view that has come to obtain among Christian scholars with reference 
to the origin, inspiration, contents, purpose, and use of the Scriptures. 
The author believes there can be no retreat from the positions taken by 
the modern school of criticism; that their findings are in the main correct, 
and that the rank and file of the churches must eventually accept these 
views. But the prevailing view among the people at present is the traditional 
view which regards the Bible as a miraculous gift directly from Heaven, 
the very Word of God and of equal value in every part, and of such trans- 
cendent worth as to make it a thing of irreverence to study it as ordinary 
literature is studied. 

It is the task of the critic and teacher today to conduct the host of impa- 
tient and eager inquirers successfully out of the old Egyptian bondage to 
theories of high inspiration, into a rational appreciation of the Scriptures 
as a depository of religious experience through which God is revealed to 
men. Dr. Selleck undertakes this task, not so much as an original critic 
as a disciple of the critics. His mood is not only sane but reverent and 
appreciative. The Bible is valued for what it is as well as for what it has 
done. If in its evaluation a relativity of worth is discovered it is that its 
progressive character as a revelation may be set forth. 



